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liung occurred under tHe Phoem\ protfram whlch
was launched when he commanded American
roops in South Vietnam.

The obieciive of the program was “10 neutralize
the politicel cadre” of the Vietcong by defections
or capture, Westmoreland said. “Apparently there
were some wrongful actions associated with assas-
sination rether than capture,” he said, as that pro-
grem expanded after he left Vietnam in mid-1968.

“To assassinate "these people rather than cap-
ture them was wrong,” Westmoreland said, “and ‘]
never sanctioned this at all”

Westmoreland's  first  detailed response to
charges of assassinagtions in the wartime “pacifi-
cation” process was made June 30 here. He was
m'e:tioned in a pretrial deposition for his $120

million lhei «uit against the CBS network over its
1952 hrozdeest. “The Uncounted Enemy: A Viet-
nam Deception.”

“Wesimoreland cba:ges‘that the television spe-
ciel ’.’dk”'\ accused him of conspiring to suppress
2 .Atgr\ intellizence about higher enemy force lev-
els. wder ¢ £how progress in winning the war.
© The aispute encompasses methods of account-
- Ve cong ieatiers and agents. Thev were
reets in ie Phoenix program, bu. West-
) revs s2id {}m\ revard the Phoenix

GILSNITANeOus issug I his suit,

i i 1he case are ranging over many
cenirel bssuss in the war. from the bembing
boecia o the politics of the Juhnson admin-
: n. with CES gaining access 10 some previ-
cusly secret covernment documents. Westmore-
land began giving depositions in early April, and
when CES attorney David Beies raised the Phoe-
nix issue on June 30, the transcript shows that

Westmoreland was surprised by the line of ques-

Uuning.

Westmorelend ~aid the program “was initiated”
“ET By Robert W, Komer, ()“})lln commander
' énd “wes hasicelly a CIA pro-
rv cupport. When asked if the
22 one of Its ohjectives “to assassi-
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nate political cadre }eadership Wectmorelr.nd
replied, “To the hest of my knowledge, it did not.”

When asked if any assassinations ook place
under the program, the general initially said “I
don’t know.” Westmoreland said those allegations -
came after he returned to Washington in 1968 to
become Army chief of staff.

Westmoreland said the purpose of the provram
“was 4 worthy one, in view .of the type of war
being fought. If there were any indiscretions in-
volved . . . that was a matter thaL ... 1 was not
happy mnh if such was the case.”

He was asked bv Boies: “Would it surprise vou,
sir, if I were to tell vou that CIA Director {W illiam
E.] Colby testified in Congress that more than
10,000 political cadres were killed under the Phoe-
nix program?”

“I'm unaware of that” the general replied,

. T don't recal} ever hearing that before.”

When asked if he would regard “the killing of
more than 10.000 political cadres as part of an
organized program of the American government”
10 be “more than an indiscretion in vour mind,”
Westmoreland replied. “Well, it would be a serious
indiscretion.”

It is not clear from the iranscript if the general
construed the reference to 10,000 deaths in the
Phoenix program as meaning there had been an
zcknowledgment by Colby of that meny “assassl-
savons.” Afier & luncheon recess, the ranseript
shows, Westmoreland's attornev, Dan AL Burt
asked Westmoreland if he \‘.\shed 10 clarify” his
ciatement on “zlleged reports of assassination.”

Westmoreland sa;c’ ‘indiscretions” was “a poor
choice of wards . ... " On the guestion of assas-
sinations, Westmoreland eaid, "My true feeling is
that it was wrong. Definitely wrong . ... When 1
heard.allegations to that effect I was shocked.”

Under QUerQLent que\t\onmo bv Boies, West-
moreland said be did not inguire pertonalb Into

the assgssination reports, which were examined by
viher zoencies, but said he understood that inqui-
ries showed "there was substance to the allegaticn
... Some political cadres had been  assassi-
nated.” Asked if he ‘\'nﬂ\\‘ how many, Wesumore-
land said, "I don't know! .

v Westmoreland sald his successer in Vietnam,
Gen. Creighton W. Abrams, “was. of course, aware
of the alievations and, I gather, found some sub-

stance 10 it and ... was concerned end put a swep
to it.”
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